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RACLISM NOW OFFICIAL

Even the Bishop ef Weplwich finds it difficult to remain inside the Labeur
Perty, Mr, Callaghan/Rapitulatien te Powell and Sandys has put him te the

right of Iain Macleed and the Archbishep ef Canterbury,  We have te be henest
and say that the Tory Party has had a better pmsitien on the recent issue ef
Kenyan Asian immigratien than that ef Mr., Wilsen's Cabinet, Such is the extent
te which the Labour Gevernment has travelled te the right, There can be ne
compromise en this questien because what is invelved is net just ene particular
issue of racialism, By this act the Labeur Government has jerked the whele
pelitical structure in Britdim to the right, Every bigeted Tery will be enceur-
aged/make further demands fer the restrictien ef immigratien, The fascists have
. received the most encouraging news since the end ef the war. Callaghan's
measure will net placate them; en the contrary it will make them mere argressive
and ambitieus., The vicieus plece ef racialism that this Government has forced
threugh will push the whole of/$mmigrant community in this country away frem
the Labour mevement. As usual the se-called democratic socailists have shown
themselves to be completely undemecratic and revealed themselves as being a
danger to democracy, .

VOTING AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT

Left wingers have voted against the Government at least three times this week,

- This is a very welcome develepment, If the left wing M.P.s stick teo their guns
and refuse to be intimidated by the Government they have the chence of perferming
a valuable service to the whole Labeur msvement., If they at the same time
present a complete programme of oppositién to the Government and seek te erganise
struggle against the Government's right wing pelicies they can act as the public
conscience ef the Labour Party. The emergence eof a welldefined left in Parliament
would help to reverse the trend fer the left to leave the party. That is the
only way the rightward evolution of the party can be reversed,

SUPPORT GROWING FOR MARCH 17

We are informed by the organisers of the March 17th Ad Hoc Cemmittee that
support fer their demonstratiens is groiwing by leaps and bounds., The flow of
letters requesting informatien and offering support _ has grown to a floed,
Supporting groups are springing up all over the country and especially at the
universities, Coachleads of demonstraters have been erganised frem ever 20
tewns ranging frem Newcastle in the north te Bristsl in the west, Scarcely

a majer town is witheut seme group ef peeple werking te get people aleng,

The twe factors which have led to this are the stepping up of the Vietnam war
(especially the hereic actiens ef the N,L,F.) and the militancy ef the Octeber
demonstratien, All of this should make/all the more determined te work for a
strong solidarity movement ba; upon militant actien. We must ensure that
March 17th will be a day which/help to create the mass basis feor this,



LONDON LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE by Charles van Gelderen

If Trangport House has its way, the Fifty~fourth Annual Conference of the
Ionden Labour Party, which meets in Camden Town Hall en Saturday, Marcb

30, will be its last, The Interim Report of the Committee of Enguiry inte
Party Organisatien has put forward proposals which would transform the

London Labour Party into a Greater London Regisnal Council., Under this scheme,
the Lendon Party will lose the autonomy which it has enjioyed since the days

of Herbert Morrisen -~ an arragnement which was hot without benefit for Labour
as the Lenden Labour Party succeeded in holding Lendon while the Party fared
badly ir the country as a whole. Significantly, last year's disastrous G.L.C.
carpaign was organised from Transport House,

The Inter im Repert was presented to the Scarborough Ccnference as a document
for discussien and it was promised that there would be ample time for )8
consultation., As far as London is concerned, this consultation consisted of a
two-hour meeting at Congress House on January 27th, It is impcrtant, therefore,
that all London parties and trade unions should instruct their delegates to

give their support to the resolution standing in the name of the Associatioen

of Supervisory Staffs, Executives and Technicians (London District). This
reads as follows:

"This Annual Conference of the Landon Labeur Party netes the Interss: Report
of the Committee ef Enquiry into Party Organisation insofar as it concerns
the Greater London Council area, It notes the recommendatien within that
Report, but urges the National Executive Committee of the Party not te
implement any proposals without the endorsement of a specially convened
Conference of elected representatives of all Constituency Labour Parties,
Trade Uniens and Affiliested bodies within the Greater London Council area,"

There is a similar resolution from the Political Committee of the London
Co-operative Soclety. As is enly to be expected, most of the general resolu-~
tions reflect the anger at the savage rent increases impssed by the Tory GIC,
Unfortunately, the Labour Party is in a very vulnerable position on this issue.
Many of the Labour-controlled councils eperate differential rents schemes,

with the blessing of the NEC, Once this is accepted, the principle of heousing

as a social service goes by the board, ‘Furthermore, most London Boroughs have
also introduced steep rent increases, in one case, at least, even harsher than
that of the GLC ~ and these boroughs are Labour contrslled. All this because of
a dictat from the Ministry of Housing that local housing accounts must be .- " -
balanced, o

Conference will alse be considering resolutions on the ‘closing of -factories in
the London area, throwing thousands out of work; irprovement. in public transpert;
educaticnj health services and other issues, In view of the fact that this .
year's Conference is confined to one day instead of the traditional two,

. “delegates will be hard pressed to deal with all these problems adecuately,

The Week: some big changes cogtinﬁed/

tgchnical and space limitaticns have been a sefious iimitatich. Fg£ us, the
new journal will mark an important step forward, We feel that through this
= Journal and our participation in those listed above, we can play an important

- role in solving the ideological preblems which must be dealt with before we can
make a significant advance towards socialism,



THE WEEK: SOME BIG CHANGES

For some time now the people who produce *The Week - who are active rembers
of the Labour Party, Young Socialists, Vietnam Solidarity Campaign, trade
unlens, workers contrel campaign, etc, ~ have been considering its’future

It has ?een felt that the original aim of the Jjournal, that of becoming tﬁe
expression of an organised left inside the Labour Party and trade unions is
unlikely to be achieved in the near future, The main reason being that %he
mess left wing epposition to right wing policies of the Labour leaders - which
we all expected in 1964, when The Week was launched ~ has net materialised,
On the ather hand, the failure of tho left to stop Wilsen's evolutien to the
right has raised many problems of thenry, strategy and tactics.

The balance sheet since 196/ shows many successes, in which The Week has played
a vital rele, The workers' contrel movement has grown up to become a national
presence. There has been the remarkable growth of the Vietnam Solidarity
Campaign which has brought abeut structural changes in the anti-war movement in
4 Britain, There is the growing influence of the Cuban revelution upen the left
jgjwhich is inspriring an increasing number of veung pecple and attracting them te
‘% ‘pocialism, Most important of all we can note that more and mere ysung peaple ‘"
are being attracted towards reveluticnary politics, especially in the universities,'

{
" We must also note that a number of other jiournals have come on the scene and are
now doing much of the work that The Week sought te de in its early days. In the
field of international reporting, World Qutlosk is doing an extracrdinarily

good job of presenting the British left with news about the "third world" and
other radical movements, The Vietnam Solidarity Bulietin is giving excellent
coverage to the war in Vietnam and the international movement of solidarity with
the Vietnamese peeple, Later this year, London Labour's Voics will Be launched
and will provide a fecus of expressien for the most lively and dynamic left wiw
forces inside the Labour Party, Other Voice editions — local and industrial —
are doing .good consistent work., One can never forget the work. of Engineering
Voice in helping to reverse the right wing's dominaticn »f the A.E.U., or the
work dene by such papers as Nottingham and Humberside Voices in building solida-
rity with the busmen and other trade unionists,

', Taking all these consideratiens into account the group of pecple who bring out
Ihe Week have decided to change the frequency and the general approach of the
journal, We shall cease to bring it out as a weekly on March 31st and we will
# replace 1t witn a printed monthly, entitled Internatienal. The new “ournal will
| concentrate on the examination ef politics in depth. We will discuss such
questions as the stirategy of the "left" in face ef the continued evolution to
the right by the Labeur Government; the new political problems posed by the
© riss of naticnalism and the black pewer movement; the tactics of the anti-Vietnam
war movement and its ccrollary: the solidarity mevement with natienal liberatien
movements; and, of ceurse, as internationalists we will endeavour to examine tle
the implications for British secialists of important political developments
abread, in particular, the development of the Cuban revoluticen and the world-
wide national’. liberation struggle. /s partisans of socialist democracy we will
devote attention te the movements struggling against bureaucracy in the communist

world,

We still feel that there is a need for a substantial printed weekly to ]
act a8 an organiser for the left and we are sure that the Internstienal w111.
help to lay the basis for a movement which will be capable of this conside-~

i taking, The Week has had an homorable history but its
rable journalist undertaking e We P Bt pggg 3




ECONOMIC NOTES by an economics correspondent

Two recent articles in fournals specialising in economic affairs n?ed drawing
to the attention of Week readers. The first, concerning Fhe drastic dec}ine

in the number of shops, is yet another very clear indication of_thg growing
structural monopolisation ef Britain, The other, meking a predlct}on o? a
slowing down in the growth of world trade, shows that the next P&?lod mn?J.

be one very unfavoursble fer Mr. Wilsen's attempt to salvage British capitalism,

Sharp drop_in number of sheps: The traditional picture of Britain as a
nation of shopkeepers is fading fast., Preliminary results of a census
published in this month's Beard of Trade Journal show that in 1966 there were
about &7 fewer shops than five years earlier, but they scld about 7% more
goods between them. The decline is greatest ameng grocers and other focd
retailers, clothing shops and general stores while the booming retail
businesses are radio and television hire shops, mail order, launderettes and
auvtomatic vending. In all, there were 498 000 establishments in 1966, €0 000
fewer than in 1961, with a total turnover up by about a quarter to £10 950m.
The impact of supermarkets is seen by the reduction in the number of grocers
from 151 154 to 122 336, Confectioners, teoacconists and newsagents were
down from 70 662 to 63 015 and clothing and footwear shops from 96 612 to

81 54LL.

Slower growth iA world trade predicted: A warning of slower growth in domestic
expansion and international trade is given in this month's issue of Barclays
Bank Review. 'Throughout the coming year great care will clearly he taken in
all countries to ensure that whatever degree of domestic expansion may he gen-
erated does not in any circumstances exceed the rate of growth which the economy
can sustain,' says the leading article., 'For the mement therefore it would
be as well to regard the days of a better than 5% growth rate as over for most
countries; for the developed countries these are more likely to be the days
of 3 per centers. So far as the practicalities of business are concerned,
this means tlat the bucyancy of world trade is going to be less than in the
past 10 or 15 years,' the Review says. The article states that no western
country is likely to start a consumer-orientated boom hoping that a sub-
sequent rise in exports will restore the external balance of the economy,
One good result that migh®t spring from these cautious feelings might be the
encouragement of a collective arpreach to thess problems.,

Some of the underdeveloped countries are apparently unable to handle their
problems even when help is forthcoming, the Review says, 'Undoubtedly, the
frustration felt by many individuals and institutions who have desired to
help is one of the most disturbing elements in this complex situation,' it
goes on. 'There is foreboding in a state of affairs which compels hoth sides
to regard the 1960s not as the decade of development as was once hoped but as
a decade of disillusionment', The outlook for underdeveloped countries is
far from bright in 1968 and 1969, the Review warns,



AIMOST TWO-THIRDS OF A MILLION WORKERS STIIL UNEMPLOYED by a Hull reader

Unemployment through ut Great Brit. *n and Northern Ireland totalled 657 832
on February 12th. This figure which represents a drop &f 13 125 on the
January figures, is being hailed by many newspapers and Labour Government
officials as a sign of 'brighter prospects'. It is impertant to emphasise
that there are 13 495 more people out of work now, compared with the same
month in 1967, the percentage jobless is still 2.6. Examples from two
cities illustrate the peint:

Birmingham: Nearly 13 000 men are out of work in Birmingham, the highest
figures since the Ministry of Labour began keeping records in 1945, The
Ministry's figures for February show an increas of 317 in the number of men
wholly unemployed te 12 955, hisher than the previous peaks in the harsh
winters of 1947 and 1963. Ministry officials also expect the upward trend
in unemployment to be checked by the spring, although the jebless level
is likely to remain abuve average., A fall in the number of workers en
shert time working counteracted the rise in the wholly unempleyed in
Birmingham and the city's unemployment percentage figures remain at 2,9
per cent, One union comment on the figure came from the general secretary
of the National Society of Metal Mechanics, Frank Briggs, who commented:
'Tt is getting to be a worrying situation and we deplore the general.
situatien in the Midlands.' He said he would be having ccnsultations with
other unions about the situation and they might have to leck very clesely
at overtime working., If the men were to work normally it would mean extra
work and more employment, he said. The car industry is a seasonable ene,
however, and there is 'a glimmer of hepe' that figures for that section sheuld
improve., David Perris, secretary of Birmingham Trades Council and of the
Midland regional advisory committee of the TUC said: 'These are very
distressing figures. They will lend impetus to the compaign which the
trades council is about to launch against the Government measures which
have resulied in this level of unemployment.' He said that the executive
of the trades council would shortly be considering the lobbying of MPs
and other forms of protest against the situation.

Hull: Unemployment in the Hull area is now 3.8 per cent. The Hull
figures which include Hessle and Beverley shew that a total of 5 2,2
pesple were unemployed in February 1967. The unemployment teotal for
February 1968 is 6 787, which is also en increase of 417 on January 1968,
There are ten unemployed men for every vacancy (low paid jobs). The
overwhelming majority of the unemployed are men.

The Hull Unemployed Workers Committe is keeping up its fight against any
complacency on unemployment. There is to be an emergency meeting of the
Hull and district Trades Council this Thursday on unemployment to plan scme
action, A

PROTEST AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT'S RACIALIST IMMIGRATION POLICIES

There will be a demonstratien on Thursday 29th February te protest against
the Govermnment's racialist immigration policies, as exemplified by the latest
irmigration Bill, The demonstration is spensored by a variety of organisations
including Rebel, The Week, the L.S.E. Socialist Society, and numerous Young
Socialist branches. It will cormence from the London School of Ecenomics,
Houghten St., off Aldwych at 7,00 p.m. and go to the House of Cormons,




POLITICAL NOTES by Alan Rooney

85% of wage-earners too poer to get a msrtgage based upon Daily fail
repor
House prices have shot so high that 85% of the people in Britain no lenger
earn enough to get a mortgage. Price increases have been biggest where it
hurts most - emong lewer-priced houses. THe heartbreak for home-buyers is
revealed in statistics published by the Co-operet ive Permanent Building
Society en 21st February. DMost people now have to buy a house at much
below the average price of £4 311 or have to save longer for a bigger
deprsit. In the South-East, where prices have soared most, L% of the
people have found that prices have risen beyond their income qualification
for a mortgage. The average price of an existing house in the South-East,
normally a modern three-bedrcom semi, is £5 58L. In the North-East, the
cheapest area in England, it is £3 588, The figures show a 6%% increase in
the price of an average existing house, and 7% on a new house. The com-
parisons are for 1967 over 1966 and do not inclule present prices, now
starting to rise because of devaluation., For a £5 500 mortgage a buyer must
earn £2 200 a year. He has to pay back £9 3s. 2d a week over 25 years. For
a £3 500 mortgage he must earn £1 400 a year and has to pay back £5 16s 7d
a week., For £4 300, he must earn £1 72, and pay back £7 3s 2d a week,
Inland Revenue statistics show how difficult this is. Out of 21 582 000
people assessed for income tax, cnly about 15%, or 3 183 600, have inccmes
above £1 500 - enough for a £ 300 house. Only 6% about 1 300 000, have
incomes sbeve £2 000. And only 9 173 600, or under 50%, earn above
£1 000 a year to qualify for the chcapest average house.

Dock nationalisation may be called off

There is growing confidence among pert employers that the Government will
drop or at least postpene plans to natieonalise the industry by Jamary 1970
despite ministerial declarations to the contrary. People involved in recent
talks at the Ministry of Transpert say it is now conceded that nationalisa-
tion on the planned date is virtually impessible on practical grounds, A
start has yet to be made on negotiating the massive compensation bill

(the £4,00m total disclosed in November is now thought to be an under-
estimate) and a host of related issues. Lord Caldecote, chairmen of

the exports 'Little Neddy', added his 'voice' to the chorus of oppesitien
te port nationalisation. Speaking at the amnual luncheon of the Dock and
Harbour Authorities Association in London (where ironically enough, he

had taken Mrs. Castle's place as chief guest) he disclosed that the

exports Neddy had decided to take up with the Miristry of Transpert all
aspects of the Transport Bill which is passing thrsugh Parliament at the
mement, which might damage export prospects. 'It is very disappointing

to those who are devoting much work and energy to improving the economic
situation beth through their primary work and through the Neddies, to find
tie Government putting forward so much legislation which seems to be more
conerned with doctrinaire pelicies than with efficient operations', Lord
Caldecote said.

A _CONFERENCE ON IMPERIALISM

All Manchester readers should ggﬁg conference on imperialism, -hich is to be
held at Chorlton Town Hall, £A11 Saints, Menchester, on Saturday 2nd March
cormencing at 10,30 a.m, Speakers include Tony Cliff (I.S.), Johnny Jame;
(CARD) and representatives of the sponsoring organisations: the JUnited West
Indian Association, the Pakistan Progressive Movement, Manchester I.S. Group
and Manchester University Socialist Society. :



LEITIRS ON THA " COMMENT" ARTICLE

Ve have uceived many letters on the questiom of the Comment article Ty
Betty Reid (Februery 17 issue), We .are publishing a selection with an
to avoiding repetion (same of the letters have been edited for His
reason, 100). e ; : .

FROM H.M. LBESLID

"The February 47 issue of *Comment® a Commmist Party journal carries
a rather unfortunate, not to say untimely article entitled "Diveraious
in the fight far Peace", by Betty Reid.

The article is, in the main a frontel attack on the Vietnam Solidsrity
Campai i while also anntaining sundry snipings at *The Wesk', *Inter-
national Socialism, 'Soliderity® and the Maoists. Betty Reid's main
point geems to be that Vi tnan demostrations orgeanised on s nom golid-
arity position would ettract larger crowds amd the cansequence would
be that Wilson *ould be forced to digsassociate from U.S. policy.

"I propose to quote some of the assertioms and statements contszined in
the artidle, and then to answer them, . :

Throughout the article we are assured thet the C.P.G.B. supports the
N.L.F, and Henoi, (Surely nobody doubted this enyway) eoparently it is
Just not politic for demonstrations to let Wilson smd Co know this. So
~the argument goes= we must mske minimel demands, and then thousands of
liberals, clerics and even confused imperialists will came pouring into
the streets.

"We axe told that "the attitude end activities of V.S.C. sre obstacles
to the building of such a (mass) movement..." Tre article conmtinues
by calling attemp s to turn Peace in Vietnam Committees into Solidarity
Committees "disrupticn®, : :

A% this point in her srticle Retty Reid launcheg an abtack on the Fourth
International, While it is easy to criticise aspects of the Foufth Inter
mtional = thiugh for different reasong then those of Betty Reid - this
gheuld not be used as an excuse for sectarian refussl to work with its
supporters cn areas of agreement, such as Vi tman.

"On returning to the question ¢f Vietnam demonstratiocns we are advised
that whatever the differencesg "thig would not cause us to ereste divis-
ions in any genuine united effort for Vietnan, "The issue is too immediate
too importent, too central for that", :

The article even challenges the concept that the only lasting thing that
can be done by the British Socialist movement,to assist in the fight
against imperialism,is the overthrow of Imperialist Government,This
section continues by advising that it is not the peace movement's task
to fight for a socialist solution,but should concentrate on bringing
people together on a clear platform of immedizte demands,

"In enswer to the point about attracting larger crowds,it should be noted
that the October 22 demonstration was the largest yet on the Vietnam



issue,and thet on the previous day one celled under the'peace' slogan
ettracted derisory support.™™ - : |

' Mhen one should consider what the minimum demands of the
CoPoGeme =nd others have led to in the past, for every time_fhe movement
tes called for peace on U, Thent"s proposals' Johnson and Wilson have
made similar noises to Hanoi, and when Hanoi has quite jus'tlflably
rejected the agressors terms, then Jolnson and his lgpdog have pointed
an sccusing finger at Hanoi, The result being a considerable mumber
of very confused people.

"We now came to the question of attackimg U. Thant, this point has been
generslly covered in the last parsgraph, but 1 would add thab Be-t:t:}r
Raid might do well to consider his backgrounds . o w .

"With regard to "division in eny united effort for Vietnam". I‘f-; is indeed
regretable that the C,P.G.B, should find it easier to form alliances
with Iiberals and vicars etc., than with Socialists-Although we are advised
that "The issus is too immediate, too central, too important" for divieicms,
it is infact the C.P.G.B. who have continually stood aside when faced with
a demongtration which would have forced them into the opan.

nOn. the questiom of lasiing help far the Vietnamsese and other revol*:xti..ons,
I an sure that Betty Reid will agree with me when I sgy that a British
Govern-ment of the present ilk is certain to align itself sgainst any
people likely 1o challenge imperialism, (Guyens, Vietnan and the Yamen are
examples). It is therefore true to sgy that the only lasting thing we can
do to assist such movemsnbsg is to smesh the present and replace it with
a sociglist one,

"Io even suggest that the peace movam nt should limit itself to "bringing
people together on a clear platform of immediate demands", is ludicrous.
I wonder what Betty Reid would sgy if it were suggested that the Trade ’
Unicxs limit themselves to econanic demands."

Frem g Yorkshire: reader

"esssI think Bstty Reid has a nervel! She never criticised the Cemmunist Party
when it was giving full support te the British Council for Peace in Vietnam
when that organisation's line was "we do not seek to apportien blame," The
Vietnamese had occasion to criticise Lord Fenner Breckway last year for as they
put it "misrepresenting their views," Betty Reid was conspicious by her silience
in that matter, She fails to mention the War Crimes Tribunal and the Free
Speech Campaign, both of which were staffed by V.S.C. supporters, Would she
describe those campaigns as diversions and splitting activities? The Tribunal
— never supported by the B.C.P.V. - had the active support of the Vietnamese,
both North and N.L.F. The Free Speech Campaign united nearly &0 Labour Parties
and 60 M.P.s, the Morning Star could scarcely bring itself to report it!
If there is sectarianism in the anti-Vietnam movement Cemment should look at
itself. In the same issue as Betty Reid's article appeared in there was a list
of activities concerning the Vietnam war. There was one notable ahsence —
guess which. Yes! you are right, there was no mentien of the March 17th
demonstration. I doubt very much whether any Cormunist Party members or sympat-
hisers will be dete red from taking part...,."




LABOUR PARTY NOTES frem Pat Jordan

SIXTEEN TNTELLECTUALS SAY: "THE TURNING POINT HAS COME®

For the first time, racism is to be written into British law, British
citizens are to be excluded because their skins are dark, or their grand-
fathers foreign., But for our specific promise of British citizenship,

many more Kenyan Asians would have become Kenyan citizens. A fraudulent
insurance company can treat a claim, when it is presented, s 'a scrap of
paper'; can the British Government? The reasons for this proposal are
obscure. A settlement grant of £500 per immigrant family could heve been
made instead on the condition that the irmigrants avoided a handful of
named racial trouble spots. But appeasement of racists avparently means
more than the honcur of the British Government or the rights of British
citizens. In the past we have voted and worked for the Labcur Party. This
is the turning point. We cannot see ourselves voting for a party that goes
through with thiw policy. Peter Calvocoressi; PatrickCorbett; David Daiches;
Len Joy; Andrzej Krassowski; Brian Lapping; Colin Leys; Michael Lipten;
Anthony Low; Bernard Schaffer; Dudley Seers; Martin Staniland; Barry Sunple:
Richard M. Titmuss; Peter Townsend; John White.

;OIS HORDEN ASKED TO EXPLAIN UNITY .SFEECH

Prtons Barty e Riscipiinery FachTher sy a1 o 80 ' RePe o 63 SRDTEEn A
speech he made at a British Soviet Friendship Society dinner in Novembei,
The dirner wes part of the society's celebration of the 50th anniversary of
the Russian Revolution. Three nationel papers reported him as calling for
the unity of Labcur and Cormunist supporters. He has agreed that he made a
call for unity acress the whole political front between the Cormunist and
Labour Parties, The Conservative candidate for Kemptown, Mr. Andiew Bowden,
delivered a letter to No 10 Downing Street over the speech and there were
calls locally for the Labour Party to disassociate itself from Mr. Hobden's
views., The nationel exccutive has now decided that he should he cuestioned
about the speech. Mr. Hobden held his seat with a maiority of €31 over Mr.
Bowden at the last election. Mr, Hobden left the Labour Party over German
rearmament and jcined the Cemmunist Party in 1950, After a year he left to
return to the Labour Party., It is to be hoped that all Labour Party supporters
will eppese this latest piece of witch-hunting.

HORNSEY YOUNC SOCI LISTS CALL FOR DISAFFILIATION

Yeurgz Socialists in Hornsey, angry with the Government's 'repeated betrayal'
of Labour pelicies, are to demand that the local party withdraws all financial
and electoral support from the national Labsur Party. They feel they must
make a stand against the Government's policy over Vieinam, the reintrocuction
of prescription charges, and cuts in housing and education. Michael Caffeor,
Chairman of the Young Socialists, and secretary, Philip Hinchliff, issued a
gatement sayirg: 'The time has come when Labour Party members must stand and
fight for democracy inside the Labowr movement, This will not be deone by
passing anaemic resolutions, but enly by the constituency Labour Parties
organising collectively against the repeated betrayal by the Labeur Govern-
ment of specific electoral policies of the Labour Pearty, and fighting for

the implementation of these pclicies,

Tt is not thought that this rather negative action will get much support.



DRAGGING OUR FEET INTO THE THIRD WORLD

E.J.Hohsbawm in his "Assessment of the Gultural Congress of
Havana' ('World Outlook' Feb.1l6) draws our attention to_so many
important points in our present-day chaos, that I hope I may be
permitted to quote him. = He says, "One of the ablest men at the
Congress, Rene Depestre of Haiti, praised Cuba precisely because
Yhepe art and literature are not confined to the direct support
of ideology and politics"™ and one of the most spontaneously
applauded speeches (by a Uruguayan) defended the revolutlonary
'intell?ctual' against excessive encroachment by the 'man of
action.

Tn complete conirast to this, Hobsbawm points out, in the fiftles
jntellectuals holding such views would have been tempted to see
intellectual freedom as the key question and the Communist regime
as the main danger. This mood has changed, "In the 1960s 1t has
become evident, at least in large parts of the world, that the
defence of intellectual freedom can be combined with resistance
to another, and at present greater, danger. As fascism united
the intellectuals in the 1930s, so the United States united them
at Havena, though one notes with rellef that nobody even tried
to pretend that the two were or are analogous."

To Hobsbawm, the "most interesting fact" gbout the Congress was
the demonstration, "That an extraordinarily wide and hetero-
geneous collection of intellectuals can today be mobilized on

the common ground of support for the Vietnamese, for Cuba, for
the movements of liberation in the 'third world' and not least,
for the Negro and anti-war movements in North America against

the government of the United States, The situation of the 195Cs
has been reversed." :

8ince Britain is enec of the powers where & great deal of control
and prestige still rests in the hands of elderly lords and states-
men and still older captains of industry (in this country when
you are between 60 and 70 you are in your prime !) much of the
inability of our countrymen te see things as they really are is
due to the propaganda put across by this senlle sectlon of the
community. Those who listen regularly to the B.B.C.News and
read the schizophrenic leaders of the National Dailies, desper-
ately trying to sert out the truth from the wishful thinking,
must wearily conclude that the situation of the 195Cs as out-
1ined by Hobstewm has not been reversed.

Oour irouble is that these elderly stcatesmen, "progressive"
politicians, leaders of pacifist and religicus organisations,

Wgee intellectual freedom as the key question and the Communist
regimes as the main danger." Due to their all-pervading
influence on our educatienal system (which 1s still middle-class)
their pernicious and infectious arrogance and conspicuous display,
used as a means of intimidating the lcwer paid workers and the
working classes generally, so that men engaged in the effective



functioning of trades unions are treated with utter contempt;
they have used all the subtleties of their privileged posiltions
ty> see that this country still shudders at the word "Communism"
and 1s hell-bent to burn and butcher ?by proxy) the Vietnamese
people so that 1t won't taint these shores.

It is intereeking that Hhbsbawm makes this comment later in the

article .... "except perhaps in Britain, the common denominator
of all the possible cultural end pollitical avant-gardes"(whose
500 delegates representing 70 countries were gathered in Cuba)
Wyas hostility to the American War in Vietnam.'

Marjorie Holt.

LETTERSON THE COMMENT +RTICLE CONTINUED

‘Fram a Cormunist Party member (Iondon) (ruch shortened hecause it repested
many points made our Nottingham reader)
Tt is to be hoped that the erticle does not represent official p-fty opinion.
Whilst talking of preserving unity, Betty Peid seeks to split the movement
against the war in Vietnam, I ar a member of both the V,S.C. and the B.C.P.V.
(although more active in the former) but hsve never felt any contradiction
in this, The B.C.P.V, has altered its position a lot from when started, 1
felt that it did this partly as a result of pressure from mermbers who also
supported the V.5.C, My party branch is helpineg to form a locul VSC branch
nntwithstanding the article in Corment. I cannot understand the attacks on
Pat Jordan's speech, He went out of his way to try to include the Cormunist
Party is his proposed united front. lMany on the left are cowrrdly on this
point, The party should welccme scmeone (evenif he is an ex—rember) who stands
firm against the anti-Cormunist bogeyeeses"

From A H. (dest Middlesex)

", .....] had never heard of Corment until vou mentioned it in your editorial

se I went and bought a copy from Colletts and advise other readers to do the
samas. I don't think your editorial dealt with the cuestions raised by Mrs,

Reid (although I must add that I am a member of the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign).
Surely it is possible to organise more pecple for & call to support U Thant?

The flaw in the argument, though, is that this surport cen be easily confused

by the subesquent refusal of the Vietnamese to apree to U Thant's proposals,

so mne is back at s-uare one, I think that the sime and militancy of the Mar:za
March 17 demonstration will settle the question.....se.”

From an A.E.U. shop steward

n,..,It is to be repretted that the old red herring of outside influences hes
been dragged into this argument, #hen ever workers go on strike soreone comes
along and says that it is all the result of a plot, cooked up by some sinister
arganisation, Instead of Betty Reid going into the politics of the differences
between the B.C.P.V, which she supports, and the V.3.C., which The Week supports
- she surely exargerates the ‘ournal's influence, though ~ she drags in the Fourth
International, just as Ray Gunter dragged in the Cormunist Party when he made
his famous speech, People aren't going to be kidded by this, How can an organ-
jsativn which hasn't even got a journal organise a demonstration like the Octeber
22nd ene? The Communist Party would do well te forget about this article, the
are going to look pretty foolish next month when people cempare the size of the

verious demenstrutions,....”



CIA GLOOMY OVER VIETNAM from Dave Windsor

The Sunday Telegraph of February 25 had an extremely interesting article

from its Washington correspondent, Stephen Barber, w@ich_gave a real ig—
sight into the demoralising effect of recent events in Vletnam_an Fhe U
administration: 'The CIA it is learned, is getting much rloemier inferma-
tion from its men about the situation than that relayed by the State De-
partment to the White House from Saigon, ' Mr. Richard Helms , the CIA's \
director, is reported to have said that the war 'could last 100 years the way ‘
it is going now'. CIA chiefs are said to have givep repeated warnings

apgainst over-Americanising the war. They say too little pressure has been 3
put en the Saigon authorities to clean up the more outrageous forms of
corruption in which officials have been involved,

"Bickering has broken out in the capital with a new vehemence., It is not
Just between the hawks and doves, hut among people who have hitherts kept
cooler, In the Senate, the Foreipgn Relations Committee, headed by the
anti-Vietnam dove, Senator Fulbright, has voiced serious doubts as to
whether it and the public were told the full truth about the Tonkin Bay
naval incidents in August 1964. The incidents served as Mr. Johnson's
pretext for calling for a congressional resolution. He has treated this

as carte blanche for escalating the war ever since. The doves charge that
the American destroyer Maddox was on a spy mission and provoked attack by
the North Vietnamese gunboats, In turn this led te Mr. Johnsen's ordering
naval air strikes. Some hawks also feel that while the President may have
been justified, he acted too hastily. Significant rumblines of discontent
have appeared in sections of the American Press. On February 23, the Wall
Street Journal had an outright defeatfst editorial., It said the American
people should be getting ready to accept the prospect that the whole Vietnam
effort was donmed. 'It may be falling apart beneath our feet', the article
went en., It dismissed the idea that the Communists were at their last gasp,
The newspaper added: 'Let no one blink the fact that it will be a disaster ,,
a stunning blow to the US and the West in the larger struggle with interna-
tional Cormunism.' Life magazine said in its editorial: 'Wherever we look,
something's wrong.' The magazine referred to huriliating doubts as to the
usefulness of /merica's military might as an instrument of /sian policy.
Considerable attention was paid, too, in the Life article and elsewhere to
the remarks that week of fmerica's former Ambassador to Japan, Prof Edwin
0. Reischaver. He made them in a television discussion. Prof Reischauer
said it was time for /imerica's policy makers to realise we have lost this
war in terms of what was our original obiective. The ohiective had been te
prove that 'so-called wars of national liberat ion do not pay'. The speaker
had hitherto argued in favour of resisting Communist guerilla infiltratien
tactics in Asia. He now feels this policy failed because the wrong metheds
were adepted.

Hardly less gloomy have been the utterances of such hardheaded academic hawks
as Dr Zbigniew Brzezinski, until recently a leading Johnsonian in the

State Department's Policy Planning Council, He told the US News and Werld

Report that there would be no 'clearcut victory in Vietnam, He declared

that 'for the rest of the century' America would be involved,"
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